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The International Center is destined to become a fifth house next year. The Long-Range Planning Committee decided on this course of action after eighteen months of deliberation. The new house will be the cornerstone of GHS’s plan to accommodate the rising student population. The Board of Education will choose a name for the new house.

The new house will be home to one-fifth of the expected 2,600 students at GHS next year. The five houses next year would each have the same number of students. The current four-house system would not be able to function with such a large number of students. Within the next few years, the population is projected to swell to 3,000. GHS administrators were given the monumental task of determining a way to effectively handle the enrollment increases, and to maintain high standards in education.

The committee decided that a new house would have to be added in order to keep the current house system effective. The level of personalization that is currently offered would not exist with forecasted student populations in the future.

“The long range planning committee looked at various administrative organizational plans for large schools and decided that the house plan was preferable to all others”, said Dr. Bessette. New teachers will also be hired to support the needs of the growing student body.

The Board of Education approved the recommendations of the Planning Committee. Administrators cannot finance the plan until the school budget is passed. To begin preparations, GHS housemasters are currently chairing a committee to determine how to assign students to houses.

“The school is definitely overcrowded, to the point where it needs a new house. However, I’m not sure if that really solves the bigger issue,” said Carl Jackson, (’04). “The traffic in the glass corridor is absolutely awful. I mean, it is tough to get to class on time when you’re standing still. The problem here is obvious. A new house, though, really doesn’t solve that issue, as there are still just as many kids trying to get through just as small a space.”

Adding a new house will alleviate scheduling conflicts and allow GHS to continue to offer personalized services at a high level. Overcrowding in the Student Center and the glass corridor, however, will continue to be a problem.

