State Law Makes Time For Pledge Mandatory
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On October 1, 2002, GHS commenced recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance. A Connecticut State statute passed last year requires public schools to provide the opportunity for students to recite the Pledge of Allegiance. Similar laws exist in about half of the 50 states.

The pledge opportunity and the moment of silence are both mandated by state law. The administration has combined them into one morning announcement. “I will be providing a thought for the day as well as the pledge so that the morning announcements will be meaningful”, said Dr. Bessette.

The new laws are a result of demands by Connecticut citizens. In a show of patriotism after the September 11 attacks, many people wanted the pledge to be recited daily in schools. GHS students, however, do not always share the same views.

“While I, personally, agree with the statements expressed in the pledge, I don’t feel students should be forced to display their patriotism, or love for this country. One of the best things about this country is thata we aren’t forced to love it, or sing its praises daily. Don’t get me wrong, I love my country, but I don’t need the flag in my face 24/7, I don’t think I have to prove my patriotism by uttering a pledge every day”, said Carl Jackson (‘04).

A Student Government pool conducted last year showed that GHS students were not very enthusiastic about reciting the pledge every day. Prior to the new statutes, the pledge was recited only at some sporting events and at large school gatherings.

The Connecticut Civil Liberties Union is a chief opponent of the plan. “Patriotism isn’t something you have to put on the books,” executive director Teresa Younger said after a hearing. “It’s something that happens when your government is taking care of its people.”

Despite the controversy surrounding it, the measure was passed and is now on the books. Unless the law is changed, a daily recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance will be part of every morning throughout the year.

